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J.S.D. at Notre Dame

Since 1992, Notre Dame Law School has admitted a small number
of students to candidacy for the degree of Doctor of Juridical Science
(J.S.D.). This program is designed especially for people who wish to
pursue an academic career in law and who seek additional education
beyond the LL.M. degree level.

Historically, our program has focused on international human rights
law. While we continue this focus, we now accept J.S.D. candidates
in any field of legal studies.

PROGRAM START
Fall

PROGRAM LENGTH

Minimum 2 years individuals admitted to the program demonstrate substantial

J.S.D. Curriculum

The J.S.D. involves two years of residency and requires that

potential for writing a thesis of publishable quality that will be a
significant scholarly contribution to the field in which it is written. Applications

During the first year, students must successfully complete at least 12 Applicants must complete the
credit hours of course work. After the first year, J.S.D. candidates are online application found on the Law
expected to devote their time to progressing on their dissertation and School Admission Council website.
must enroll each semester for one unit of credit, for which they will General application requirements,
receive a grade of “satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory” from their advisor. including language proficiency,
After the required two years of residency, candidates continue to work may be found below.

on their dissertation under the direction of a member of the Law
School faculty, either in residence at Notre Dame or elsewhere.
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